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It’s not 2020…and spring is upon us! What a wonderful feeling of hope and
new beginnings. Spring 2021 will bring an even deeper sense of renewal as
our community begins to gather together once again. We are excited to have
you back! Each year, our 13-acre campus transforms during this time thanks to
the Weed Ladies, the Naperville Garden Club, our Buildings & Grounds staff,
and so many volunteers. Our outdoor spaces and gardens blossom with lush
plants and flowers lovingly planted by them, and our indoor spaces once again
become busy with exhibits, tours, demonstrations, and the inquisitive minds of
learners of all ages.
This is also the season of resiliency, and this year we commemorate that
resiliency like never before. Not only by recognizing our community’s resiliency
as we continue to live through a global pandemic, but also by showcasing
it throughout Naperville’s history. This magazine is appropriately named
Treasures because it is what we share with you, our community’s treasures.
One example is Arnie Massier who is featured on the cover. During WWII, one
in five Naperville residents served, and every citizen was touched by the war. In
this issue, we highlight the Massier family and their extraordinary World War II
story. Arnold “Arnie” Massier was a beloved member of the community known
for sharing his experience as a POW with local schoolchildren. Upon his death
in February 2020, Arnie’s heir and champion Jennifer Reichert, donated over
2,500 items to Naper Settlement to keep the family’s memories and stories
alive. Items from the Massier Family Collection are
now on display in Answering the Call: Naperville
at War 1941-1945. The new exhibit focuses on the
resiliency of all Naperville residents during World
War II, including the stories of Japanese internment
workers who came to work here, the women who
learned new skills and trades to help the war effort
by working at Kroehler Manufacturing, and the
farmers who helped increase food production. We
know these amazing stories of resiliency will inspire
you today.
We look forward to seeing you on our grounds this
spring. Thank you for supporting Naper Settlement
and our mission to create community by connecting
visitors to Naperville’s history through engaging,
unique experiences.
Macarena Tamayo-Calabrese
President & CEO

MEMBERS HEAR IT FIRST

Take a sneak peek at our 2021 event season! New this year, members can reserve their
free tickets online in advance for quick and easy entry. Check your email for instructions
on how to create your online account or call 630.420.6010 for questions.
NAPER NIGHTS COMMUNITY CONCERT SERIES
July 16 & 17, August 13 & 14, September 17 & 18, 5-10 p.m.
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Treasures Magazine is
published two times per year
by the Naperville Heritage
Society for Naper Settlement
members and volunteers.
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HOME FRONT 1940S WEEKEND
September 25, 12-10 p.m. & September 26, 12-5 p.m.
OKTOBERFEST
October 1, 5-10 p.m. & October 2, 12-10 p.m.
ALL HALLOWS EVE
October 15 & 16, 6:30-10 p.m.
HOWLIN’ AT THE MOON
October 22 & 23, 5-10 p.m. (21+)

WELCOME BACK

MOBILE TOURS

Included in admission.
Use your cell phone to
choose from 7 unique
self-guided mobile tours
for learners of all ages!

GUIDED TOURS

Included in admission.
Take a guided tour of our
historic grounds. Visit the
Pre-Emption House lobby
to reserve your tour ticket.

PLAYSCAPE

Included in admission.
Reserve a 90-minute time
slot for the Harvard Early
Learning Playscape and
Splashpad on our website.

SPRING PROGRAMS & EXHIBIT
ONSITE PROGRAMS
Wednesday Walking Club
Wednesdays from April 7-October 27
8 a.m. | Free
NaperSettlement.org/WalkingClub

Cabin Fever Home School Tours
Weekdays | 11 a.m., 12:30 p.m.
$10/Adult, $8/Senior, $7/Youth
NaperSettlement.org/CabinFever

VIRTUAL PROGRAMS
Playscape Readers - Peter Rabbit
April 7 | 1 p.m. | Facebook | Free
Facebook.com/NaperSettlement

History Speaks - Visual Cultures of WWII
Japanese Incarceration
April 11 | 4 p.m. | Zoom | $10/person
NaperSettlement.org/History Speaks

3rd Thursday Thinkers - Life Cycle of Plants
April 15 | 1 p.m. | Facebook | Free
Facebook.com/NaperSettlement

Arti-Fact or Fiction: Botany Edition
April 22, 7 p.m. | Facebook | Free
Facebook.com/NaperSettlement

Playscape Readers - The Funny Duckling
May 5 | 1 p.m. | Facebook | Free
Facebook.com/NaperSettlement

History Speaks - The Codebreaker and
the POW: A Family Legacy of WWII
May 9 | 4 p.m. | Zoom | $10 per person
NaperSettlement.org/History Speaks

EXHIBIT
ANSWERING THE CALL: Naperville at War 1941–1945
April 13 - January 2022 | Naper and Heritage Galleries | Included in admission
Explore the fascinating stories of Naperville men and women who served in all branches of the
military. The exhibit concludes with a look at life here after the war, how the soldiers who came
home formed bonds related to their experiences, and how Naperville was changed forever.

Register and learn more at: NaperSettlement.org
*Please Note: All programs and events are subject to change. Please check our website or call 630.420.6010 for more information.
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GROWING THE FUTURE
OF AGRICULTURE & INNOVATION
Here on our 13-acre campus — Illinois’
only nationally accredited outdoor history
museum — the chapter of the 19th century
is well-known. It’s time to tell the stories of
modern-day pioneers! Through the Never
Settle capital campaign, Naper Settlement
is bringing its mission forward to the next
50 years, curating our community in real
time and allowing visitors to tailor their own
experiences. Every visit will be rich in history
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and relevant with contemporary learning. With
new exhibits, dynamic visitor experiences,
and digital learning tools, Naper Settlement
is showcasing the history makers and
community builders of today.
For more information on Naper Settlement’s
Never Settle capital campaign, please visit:
NaperSettlement.org/NeverSettle

WHAT NAPER SETTLEMENT HAS PLANNED FOR THE NEW

AGRICULTURAL INTERPRETIVE CENTER
To understand America, you have to appreciate
AG-SCIENCE LEARNING LAB
the role that agriculture has played throughout
The Ag Lab serves as one of the four educational
our country’s history. In the nation’s corn belt,
stops in the Agricultural Interpretive Center and has
Midwest towns like Naperville fed the promise
the capacity to house 25-30 students at one time
of prosperity over generations. The Agricultural
and up to 325 per day. Devoted to STEM-based
Interpretive Center — a new 6,000-square-foot
technology, the Ag Lab will connect students with
exhibition space will be a state-of-the-art
top scientists nationwide to offer experiential
STEM (science, technology, engineering,
educational opportunities and open
and math) driven center for learning
the minds of students, faculty, and
— showcasing Naperville’s rich
parents to careers in agriculture
We’ve gone from horse drawn
agricultural history while
creating a much-needed pipeline
plows
to
GPS
guided
planting
connecting it to today’s farming
into important and essential
and harvesting in less than 75
story of the region and the
agricultural careers.
years. It’s innovation that brings in
nation.
THRESHER PAVILION
the crops and keeps our country
Exhibits and programming
Through a generous donation
moving forward. The Agricultural
will explore agriculture across
from the Wheatland Plowing
Interpretive Center will ensure that
centuries and changing
Match Association, the
this type of innovation will continue
landscapes. In tracing the
Naperville Heritage Society
for future generations.
story from subsistence farming
acquired a 1912 Wood Bros.
to large-scale agribusiness,
threshing machine which was
RICH & MARY BENCK
FOUNDERS, WEST SIDE TRACTOR
we will show how communities
used by many local farmers. With
adapted in order to thrive from grit
a grant from the Institute of Museum
to greatness.
and Library Services, we cleaned,
stabilized, and preserved the thresher which
We will highlight the inventors, engineers, and
will be displayed in the new 1,500-square-foot
entrepreneurs — past and present — who put the
Thresher Pavilion.
wave in our nation’s amber waves of grain.
AG HUB
The Agricultural Interpretive Center will be the main
stop inside the AG Hub. Located on the south end
of the campus, the AG Hub includes several stops
that showcase the evolution of farming in Naperville
including the Agricultural Interpretive Center, AgScience Learning Lab, Thresher Pavilion, Halfway
House, and Milk House.
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WHAT NAPER SETTLEMENT HAS PLANNED FOR THE NEW

INNOVATION GATEWAY
The Innovation Gateway will be Naper Settlement’s
new 8,400-square-foot welcome center. As the
new front door to the museum, the building will set
the stage for visitors as they begin their journey of
learning across the centuries.
Serving an average of 294,500 visitors per year, the
Innovation Gateway will provide a modern space
that will be completely accessible to all visitors with
disabilities, families with strollers, as well as provide
a secure entry checkpoint for all activities offered on
the Naper Settlement campus.
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The Gateway’s centerpiece will be an interactive
3-D digital experience with wall-to-wall images and
content to be explored by person, theme, or timeline.
With a tap on a screen, the City and the nation
will come alive with stories of everyday citizens,
civic leaders, change makers, and heroes whose
contributions forever marked our path.
By uploading their own stories, recollections,
and images to the digital experience, community
members will add to a living archive of new voices
and experiences that will unfold at their fingertips.

A community like Naperville thrives
because it believes in itself – in its people,
organizations, and plans for the future. Naper
Settlement contributes in so many ways to the
education, character, and quality of life that
defines our City. It’s an asset for all of us.
STEVE CHIRICO

MAYOR OF NAPERVILLE

Matching Gift Programs
Did you know that if you contributed to The Naperville Heritage Society within the last year, you may
still be eligible to make a matching gift? Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and will
match a charitable contribution made by their employees. Below we have gathered a list of companies
with a matching gift policy. Contact your Human Resources Department today and see if you can take
advantage of your corporate philanthropy and double your gift to the Naperville Heritage Society. For
questions and more information, please contact Juliana Nelligan, Director of Development, at
nelliganj@naperville.il.us or 630-305-5253.
Abbott Laboratories
Allstate Insurance Company
American Express
Ameritech Computer Consultants
Bank of America
Baxter International
BMO Financial Group
BMO Harris
Boeing
BP (British Petroleum)
Cargill
Carlson Companies (Radisson
Hotels)
Caterpillar Inc.
CBRE Group Inc
Century 21 Team Realtors, Ltd.
Charles Schwab Corporation

Cigna Corporation
Cisco Systems
Comcast
ComEd (Exelon Company)
Conrad N. Hilton Foundation
Costco Wholesale
Dell Inc.
Disney
Ecolab
Exelon
Federal Signal Corp
General Electric
Google
Grainger
Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield
Humana Inc.
ING Financial Partners

JP Morgan Chase
Lowes Corporation
McDonald’s Corporation
Millward Brown
Nicor Gas
Philadelphia Insurance Companies
PNC Financial Group
Prudential Financial
Salesforce
Smithfield Foods
State farm Insurance
Thrivent Financial
US Bank
USG Foundation
Verizon Wireless
Wells Fargo
Western Union
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THE

MASSIER
FAMILY

COLLECTION
KEEPING A FAMILY’S
EXTRAORDINARY WWII
STORY ALIVE
It was Arnold “Arnie” Massier’s stories
that drew Jennifer Reichert to her
neighbor’s front porch as a young girl.
From recollections of the “early days”
of Naperville to his service during World
War II, these stories helped form a bond
that would last decades. Massier, a Purple
Heart veteran, was a life-long resident
of Naperville and a beloved member of
the community known for sharing his
experiences as a soldier and prisoner of
war during World War II with local history
classes.
One in five Naperville residents served
their country during World War II, including
all three of the Massier brothers — Arnie,
Adam, and George. Arnie served in the
U.S. Army and fought in Tunisia and Sicily
before being captured in Italy on October
31, 1943. He endured 18 months in Stalag 2B,
a German POW camp. Adam served in the
military police doing fire watch at a London
cathedral, and George served in the U.S.
Navy. Both Arnie and Adam would return to
Naperville. George Massier perished during
the torpedo attack of the USS Indianapolis.
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Upon Arnie’s death in February 2020, Reichert
searched for ways to keep the Massier family’s
stories alive. As Arnie’s heir, she knew his
possessions — which he acquired for over a
century — would be the key to educating future
generations. She contacted Naper Settlement to
donate his family collection as well as provide
hours of oral history on the Massier family. Reichert
and the Naper Settlement curatorial team spent
weeks recording, cataloging, and packing items
to be preserved. Over 2,500 items were donated
to the Massier Family Collection, making it one
of the museum’s largest acquisitions to date. The
items donated span decades and tell Arnie and his
brothers’ extraordinary
World War II stories as
well as the everyday
life of a 20th century
Naperville family. The
collection includes
Arnie’s many service and
conduct decorations such
as his Purple Heart, Good
Conduct Medal, European

African-Middle Eastern
Campaign Medal, World War II
Victory Medal, and a Prisoner
of War Medal. The collection
also includes appliances,
consumer goods, and furniture
and materials from Kroehler
Manufacturing, where Arnie
worked as an upholsterer for
over 30 years.
“We are so excited to have the
Massier family legacy in the
Naperville Heritage Society’s good hands, and we
are beyond grateful for all the ways you have made
this possible,” said Reichert.
Items from the Massier Family Collection are now on
view in Naper Settlement’s new exhibit, Answering
the Call: Naperville at War 1941-1945.
For more information on the Massier Family
Collection and WWII programs and events, please
visit: NaperSettlement.org.

VIEW NAPERVILLE’S WORLD WAR II STORY
Exploring the local history of WWII, Answering the Call: Naperville
at War will run through January 2022. The exhibit will feature the
newly acquired Massier Family Collection, stories of Japanese
internment workers who came to work here, and highlight the
significant role of Kroehler Manufacturing in the war effort.
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MEET NAPER SETTLEMENT’S

MUSEUM CHAMPIONS
Board Spotlight

Chris Birck

After exploring Naper Settlement for the first time in the mid-1990s, Chris
Birck knew that he wanted to be involved in the Naperville Heritage Society.
A history lover, Birck joined the Naperville Heritage Society Board in 1995.
Birck is currently an investor who helps small start-up companies build their
businesses. He is also a trustee and current treasurer of his alma mater,
Benedictine University, and a board member and treasurer for the Tellabs
Foundation which gives in the areas of education, healthcare, and the
environment. In his spare time, Birck likes spending time with friends and
family, golfing, and attending live music performances with his wife. He is a
huge sports fan, and he loved coaching each of his three kids’ sports teams.
After all these years as a board member, Birck still loves seeing groups
of excited schoolchildren explore the grounds as they learn local history.
“From the Mansion, to the Schoolhouse, to the Chapel, it’s important for
kids to see how people built Naperville or any Midwest community,” said
Birck. “Naper Settlement helps show all the hard work that went into the
community we enjoy today.”

Kathy Birkett

Kathy Birkett, a history buff and retired superintendent who spent 35 years
of her career in Indian Prairie School District 204, joined the Naperville
Heritage Society Board in 2012. Throughout her career in education, which
included positions as a teacher, principal, and superintendent, she was
continuously impressed by Naper Settlement’s educational programs and
how the museum values the importance of history. In her retirement, she
currently serves on the board of DuPagePads and North Central College’s
Board of Trustees. She is also involved in the Community Foundation of the
Fox River Valley and District Leadership Solutions. Birkett enjoys going on
walks, shopping at flea markets and antique shops, golfing, and spending
time in Florida. She loves how Naper Settlement is a forward-thinking
museum that is constantly innovating and sharing history in creative ways.
“It’s important to me that things do not get lost in history, and that we
instead keep history alive,” said Birkett. “Naper Settlement thrives in its
mission to share the history of Naperville and the surrounding communities
by providing unique experiences for all ages.”

Volunteer Spotlight

The Weed Ladies of the Naperville Heritage Society

Currently consisting of 16 women, the Weed Ladies are a volunteer group
who design and sell seasonal floral arrangements and wreaths featuring
dried and silk flowers. Formed in 1969, the Weed Ladies originally designed
and sold floral arrangements in antique containers and “weed bouquets”
made with dried flowers, grasses, and weeds. These creations were sold
at an annual antique fair to support the Naperville Heritage Society. The
group got their name from a member’s husband who called them the
“Weed Ladies,” as they frequently stopped to pick grasses and weeds
along roadways. Now located in the Daniels House at Naper Settlement,
the Weed Ladies create their arrangements following the current floral
styles and trends. The Weed Ladies hold floral sales in the spring, fall, and
winter with proceeds benefiting the Naperville Heritage Society. The Weed
Ladies also maintain a garden on Naper Settlement’s grounds that grows
plants specifically for drying purposes. After harvesting, the basement of
the Daniels House serves as the drying spot for the plants before being
transformed into beautiful creations.
For more information on volunteer opportunities, please visit
NaperSettlement.org/Volunteer.
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Settlement-4 members and
higher receive a $20 discount
on 5 day camps!
All camps include supplies and a snack and are led by experienced, adult counselors. Unless otherwise
noted, all camps are recommended for children entering grades 1-6 in the fall.

More to Explore | June 7-11

Team Extreme! | July 12-16

Naturally Naper | June 7-11

Failing Forward | July 19-23

Unravel mysterious mummies, dig in the dirt, and talk like
pirates as you create your own maps, and more!
Campers will transform into naturalists for the week as we
investigate the riches of nature and renewable resources.

Engineering Art | June 14-18

Campers will spend the week designing their own city,
inspired by amazing architecture from around the world.

Campers become spies, learn about wild weather, and
enjoy a one-day epic water battle in this extreme camp!
Camp starts with an impossible challenge. After learning
key facts, campers fix mistakes and work towards success!

STEM CAMP | July 19-23

Campers will learn about STEM and later participate in the
BIG BUILD to apply what they learned.

DIY Week | June 21-25

Spy Camp | July 26-28

All In! | June 21-25

Animal Kingdom | August 2-5

Defying Gravity | June 28-July 2

Off the Grid Pioneers | August 2-5

Strategy: Survival | June 28-July 2

Civil War Camp | August 9-11 | Grades 5-8

Around the World | July 5-9

Discover the people, places, and animals across the
continents and learn what makes each place marvelous.

Camp Hours: 9 am-3 pm
Early Drop Off: 8 am (no additional fee)

Civil War Camp| July 6-8 | Grades 5-8

To learn more & register, please visit:

Create your own toys, games, bath bombs, decorations,
and more. Learn about being a “maker” from local artists.
Enjoy special tours while you learn about Naperville’s past
and how you can make an impact on the future!
Campers will learn all about space! Be ready to practice
walking in moonboots & creating the perfect moon landing!
Pitch tents, be first aid ready, and stay safe in the water
during this exciting week!

Campers will explore the differences between historical
and modern strategy, planning, and progress.

Crack secret codes, find and investigate clues, and learn
what it takes to work undercover.
Discover the ways animals have helped humans throughout
history. Create animal art and learn animal conservation.
Practice conservation and recycling — pioneer style — as
you learn how to make soap, create a rope, and more.
Campers will explore the differences between historical
and modern strategy, planning, and progress.

NaperSettlement.org/CampNaper

THANK YOU TO OUR 2021 SPONSORS
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Administered by the
Naperville Heritage Society
523 South Webster Street
Naperville, IL 60540-6517

Friday, July 16 | 5-10PM

James Brown Tribute | James Brown Dance Party
Tina Turner Tribute | Simply the Best
Saturday, July 17 | 5-10PM

Talking Heads Tribute | Big Suit
Yacht Rock | The Ron Burgundy’s
Friday, August 13 | 5-10PM

Dave Matthews Band Tribute | Trippin Billies
John Mayer Tribute | Gravity
Saturday, August 14 | 5-10PM

Beach Boys Tribute | Sounds of Summer
John Mellencamp Tribute | Mellencougar
Friday, September 17 | 5-10PM

Rolling Stones Tribute | Rocks Off
The Doors Tribute | Of Perception
Saturday, September 18 | 5-10PM

Phish Tribute | Runaway Gin
Grateful Dead Tribute | Paradise Waits
To redeem your complimentary member tickets, please visit:
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